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&« Theſe ou £9 away into everlaſting St, by 
 MaTT. xxv. 46. 


N this chapter we have the moſt particular defcription 
of the Day of Judgment, that is in the whole Bible, 


_ Chriſt .here declares that when he ſhall hereafter fit 


on the throne of his glory, the righteous and the 


wicked ſhall be ſet before him, and ſeparated ane from 


the other, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the 
goats, Then we have an account how both ſhall be 
Judged according to their works ; how the good works 
of the one, and the. evil works of the other, will be 
rehearſed, and how the ſentence ſhall be pronounced 
IS We are told what the ſentence will be 
on each; and then, in the text we have an account of 
the executian of the ſentence on both the righteous and 
the wicked, The words of the text are the account 
of the execution of the ſentence on the wicked or 
angoely 7 concerning which, I may obſerye two things. 

T B I, Ihe 
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I, The duration of the puniſhment on which they 
are here ſaid to enter: it is called everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, | 

2. The time of their entrance on this everlaſting 
puniſhment : viz. after the day of judgment, at the 
end of the world, when all thoſe things, that are of- a 

temporary continuance, ſhall have come to an end, 
| and even thoſe of them that are moſt laſting, the 
frame of the world itſelf; the earth which is ſaid to 
abide for ever; the ancient mountains and everlaſting 
hills; the ſun, moon, and ſtars. When the heavens 


ſhall have waxed old like a garment, and as a veſture 


ſhall be changed, then ſhall be the time when the 
wicked ſhall enter on TIE. 


D O C T R INE. The mae of the wicked 5 in hell will 
= abc lutely eternal. 


There are two diverſe opinions that I mean | to 

oppoſe in this dofrine. One i is, that the eternal death, 
which wicked men are threatened with in Scripture, 
ſignifies no more than eternal ANNIHILATION; that 
men will be the ſubje&ts of eternal death as they, will 
be lain, and their lives finally and for ever. be extin- 
guiſhed | by God's anger 3 that God will puniſh, their, 
wickedneſs by eternally aboliſhing their being, and. ſo. 
that they ſhall ſuffer eternal death | in this ſenſe, that 
they ſhall be eternally dead and never, more, come. to, 
life, " 
The other opinion which I mean to mo is, that. 
though the puniſhment of the wicked ſhall conſiſt in. 
ſenſible miſery, yet zt ſhall not be ; abſolutely, eternal; but 
| only of a very long ©: continuance. | 


Therefore, 
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Therefore, to eſtabliſh the dofrine in oppoſition to 
theſe different opinions, [I ſhall undertake to ſhew, 

Firſt, That it is not contrary to the divine perfec- 
tions, to inflit on wicked men, a puniſhment that is 
abſolutely eternal, 

Secondly, That the teri death which God thr reatens, 
is not annihilation, but an abiding, ſenſible puniſh- 
ment, Or miſery. 

Thirdly, That this miſery Sift not only continue for 
a very long time, but will be abſolutely. without 
end. And 

Fourthly, That various good ends will be obtained 
by the eternal puniſhment of the wicked, 

Firſt, It is not contrary to the divine perfedtions, to 
infitt on wicked men, a punt iſhment that is abſolutely 
eternal, 

The ſum of the obje&tions uſually made againſt this 
dorine is, that it is inconſiſtent with the jaſlice, and | 
| eſpecially with the mercy of God. And ſome add, if 
it be ſtrictly juſt, yet how. can we ſuppoſe that a 
merciful God can bear eternally to torment his crea- 
tures? | 

1. Then I ſhall briefly ſhew, that it is not inconfi fitent 
' with the juſtice of God to inflift an eternal pun: iſbment. 
' To evince this, I ſhall uſe only one argument, viz. 
that lin is heinous enough to deſerve ſuch a puniſh- 
ment ; or ſuch a puniſhment is no more than propor- 
tionable to the demerit of ſin. If the evil of ſin be_ 
infinite, as the puniſhment j is, then it is manifeſt that 
the puniſhment is no more than proportionable. to the 
ſin puniſhed; and, therefore, Is no more than fin i 
deſerves. | Now, if the obligation to love, honor, 
and obey God, be infinite; then fin, which is the 
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violation of this obligation, is a violation of infinite 
obligation, and ſo is an infinite evil.—Again: if God 
be infinitely worthy of love, honor, and obedience, 
then our obligation ro love, honor and obey him, is 
infinitely great. God being infinitely glorious, or 
infinitely worthy of our love, honor, and obedience; 
our obligation to love, honor, and obey him, and ſo 
to avoid all fin, is infinitely great.—Further : our 
obligation to love, honor, and obey God being infi- 
nitely great, fin is the violation of infinite obli- 
gation, and ſo 1s an infinite evil —Once more: fin 
being an infinite evil, deſerves an infinite puniſhment : 
ſuch puniſhment, therefore, is ;u/?; which was the thing 
to be proved —There is no evading the force of this 
reaſoning, but by denying that God, the Sovereign of 
the Univerſe, is infinitely glorious; which I preſume | 
none of my hearers will venture to do. 

2. I am to ſhew that it is not inconſiſtent with the 
mercy of God, to inflit an eternal puniſhment on wicked 
men. It is an unreaſonable and unſcriptural notion of 
the mercy of God, that he is merciful in ſuch a ſenſe, 
that he cannot bear ſuch penal juſtice ſhould be exe- 
cuted, This is to conceive of the mercy of God as a 
paſſion, to which his nature is ſo ſubjeR, that he is lia- 
ble to be moved, affected, and overcome, by: ſeeing a 
Cieature In miſery ; ſo that he cannot bear to ſee impar- 
tial juſtice executed : which is a moſt unworthy and ab- 
ſurd notion of the mercy of God, and would, if true, 
argue great weakneſs. —It would be a great defect, and 
not a perfe&ion in the Sovereign Judge of the World, 
to be mereitful in ſuch a ſenſe, that he could nor bear to 
have penal juſtice executed, It is alſo a very unſcrip- 
tural notion of the mercy of God, The Scriptures 
| | every 
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every where repreſent the mercy of God as -free- and. 
ſovereign; and not that the exerciſes of it are neceſſa- 
ry, ſo that God cannot bear juſtice ſhould take place. 
The Scriptures abundantly ſpeak of it, as the glory of 
Divine Mercy, that it is free and ſovereign in its exer- 
ciſes; and not that it is of ſuch a nature that God can- 
not help but deliver ſinners from miſery. This is a 
mean and moſt unworthy idea of the Divine Mercy. 

It is moſt abſurd alſo, as it is contrary to pla fat. 
For if there be any meaning in the objetion, this is 
ſuppoſed in it; that all the miſery of a creature, whe- 
ther juſt or unjult, is in itſelf contrary to the nature of 
God. For if his mercy be of ſuch a nature, that a very 
oreat degree of miſery, though juſt, is contrary to his 
nature; then it is only, in our conceptions, to add to 
the mercy, and then a leſs degree of miſery will be con- 
trary to his nature : and, if you makea further addition, 
a yet leſs degree of milery will be contrary to his 
nature; And fo, the mercy of God being infinite, a/l 
miſery muſl be contrary to his nature; which is manifeſtly 
contrary to fact, For we ſeethat God, in his providence, 
_ 1nflicts very great calamities on mankind, even in this life. 
However ſtrong ſuch kind of objeQtions againſt the 
eternal miſery of the wicked, may ſeem to the cornal 
ſenſeleſs hearts of men, as though it were againſt God's 
Juſtice and mercy ; yet their ſeeming ſtrength, and it 
ſeeming to be incredible that God ſhould give over any 
of his creatures to ſuch a dreadfu] calamity as eternal 
helpleſs miſery and torment, altogether ariſes from a 
want of a ſenſe of the infinite evil, odiouſnelis, an pro- 
' vocation, that there are in fin. Hence it ſeems to us 
not ſuitable that any poor creature ſhould be the ſubject 
of ſuch miſery, becaute we have no ſenſe of any thing 
I abominabie 
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 abomittable and provoking in any creature ah{werable 


to it, If we had, the this infinite calamity would not 
ſeem unſuitable. For one thing would appear anſwer- 
able and proportionable to another; and ſo the mind 
would reft in it as fit and ſuitable, and no more that 
what 1s proper to be ordered by the juſt, holy, and 
good Governor of the world. 

That this is ſo, we may be convinced by conſidering, 
that when we hear or read, as ſometimes we do, of 
very horrid things committed by ſome men, as for ex- 
ample, ſome ſhocking inſtance of cruelty, it may be to 
ſome poor innocent child, or ſome holy martyr; when 
we read or hear how ſuch and ſuch perſons delighted 
themſelves in torturing them with lingering torments ; 
what terrible diſtreſs the poor innocent creatures were 
in, under their hands for many days together; and their 
cruel perſecutors' havinig' no regard to'their ſhrieks and 
cries, only' ſported themſelves with their miſery, and 
would not vouchſafe even to pur ah end to their lives: 
when, I fay, we hear or read of fuith things, we have a 
ſenſe of the evil of them, they'make” a'deep impreflion 
on our minds. Hence it ſeems juft, and not only fo, but 
every way fit and ſuitable that God ſhould inflict a very 
terrible puniſhment* on perſons who have perpetrated 
ſuch wickedneſs; It ſeems no way difagreeadle to'any 
perfeQion of the Judge'of'the world: we' can think of 
it withour being at'all ſhocked. The reaſon is, we have 
a fenſs of the evil of their condu&t, and perceive the 
proportion there'is between' the eyil or demerit of their 
conduQ, and the puniſhment; 

Juſt ſo, 1f we ſaw a'proportion between'the evil of 
fin; and eternal puniſhment; if we ſaw ſomething in 
wicked men that appeared as hateful tous, as eternal 
miſery appears dreadful; ſomething that ſhould as much 

ſiir 
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ſtir up indignation and gete//ation, as eternal miſery does 
terror ; all objections againſt this doctrine would vaniſh 
at once, Though now it ſeem incredible; though when 
we hear of it, and are ſo often told of it, we know not. 
how to realize it ; though, when we hear of ſuch a de- 
gree and duration of torments, as are. held forth, in this. 
doQrine, and think what eternity is, 1x is ready to feem 
impoſſible, . that ſuch torments ſhould be inflicted on 
poor, feeble ereatures, by a Creator of infivite mercy; 
yet this ariſes principally from theſe two, cauſes. Firſt, 
it, is ſo contrary to the depraved inclinations of mankind, 
they are {0 averſe to the truth of this dorine, that they. 
hate to believe it, and cannot bear. it ſhquld be true, 
Secondly, they ſee not the ſuitableneſs of eternal pu- 
niſhment to the evil of ſin; they ſee not that eternal. 

puniſhment is proportionable, and.no more than;propar- 
tionable, to the demerit of ſin, | 

Having thus ſhewn that the eterna] puniſhment of. 
the wicked is not inconſiſtent with the. divine. per-- 
feQtions, I ſhall now proceed farther, and, undertake. 
to ſhew that it is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with. 
the divine perfeCtions, that thoſe perfeRions_ evidently: 
require itz i. e. they require that, ſin ſhould; haye. 
ſo great a puniſhment, either in. the perſon who has. 
committed i it, or in a Surety; and thexefore.with reſpect: 
to thoſe who believe not .in a Surety, and haye._ no- in- 
tereſt in him, the divine perfeCtions require. that. this 
puniſhment ſhould be inflifted on them. 

This appears, as it is not only not unſyitable, that. 
fin ſhould be thus puniſhed,; but it is. poſitively ſuit-- 
able, decent. and proper. If this be made to. appear. 
that it 1s poſitively. ſuitable. that fin ſhould. be thas:; 

ppniſhed, then 1 it will follow, that the -perſeRtions, of. 
| God 
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God require it; for certainly the perfeftions of God 
require that, which is proper to be done. The per- 
fetions and excellency of the nature God require, 
that zhat ſhould take place which 1s perfef&t, excel- 
lent, and proper in its own nature. But. that fin 
ſhould be puniſhed eternally, is ſuch a thing ; which 
appears by the following conſiderations, 

1, it is ſuitable that God ſhould infinitely hate. 
fin, and be an infinite enemy to it. Sin, as I have 
before ſhewn, is an infinite evil, and therefore infi- - 
nitely odious and deteſtable. It is proper that God 
ſhould hate every evil, and hate it according to its 
_ odious and deteſtable nature. Sin, therefore, being 
infinitely evil and odious, it is proper that God ſhould 
hate it infinitely. 

2.-If infinite hatred of fin be ſuitable to the fieing 
character, then the expreſſions of ſuch hatred are 
alſo ſvitable to his charafter, If it be ſuitable that 
God- ſhould hate ſin, then it is ſuitable he ſhould 
expreſs that hatred, Becauſe that which is ſuitable 
to be, is ſuitable to be expreſſed : that which is lovely 
in itſelf, is lovely when it appears. If it be ſuitable 
that God ſhould be an infinite enemy to fin, or that 
he ſhould hate it infinitely, then it 1s ſuitable that 
he ſhould a as ſuch an enemy. No poffible reaſon 
can be given why it is not ſuitable for God to a& - 
as ſuch an one, as it is ſuitable for him to be, If 
it be ſuitable that he ſhould hate and have enmity 
againſt fin, then it is ſuitable for him to expreſs that 
hatred and enmity, in that to which hatred and en- 
mity, by its own nature tends. But, certainly, hatred 
in its own nature tends to oppoſition; to ſet itſelf 
againſt that which is hated, and to procure its evil 


and 
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and not its good; aiid | that, in proportion to the 
hatred, Great hatred naturally tends to the great evil, 
.and infinite hatred-to the infinite-evil of its object. 

Whence it follows, that -if- it be ſuitable that there 
ſhould be infinite hatred of fin in God,-as T have ſhewn 
it is, it muſt be ſuitable-thati he ſhoukd execute an infi- 
nite puniſhment on it;-and ſo the-perfetions of 'God 
require, that-be ſhould -puniſh fin with an - in#2n:te, or, 
which is the ſame thing, with an eternal-puniſhment. 

Thus weſee, -not only: the great-objeftion againſt this 
doctrine anſwered, but the truth--of the doqrine eſta- 
bliſhed by reaſon. -now proceed 'farther to eſtabliſh 
it, by. monuning 'the remaining -particulars under the 
docrine. 

Secondly, That FRO death, or puniſhment, which Got 
threatens 10 the wicked, 1s not annihilation, but an abiding, 
ſenfible puniſhment, or miſery. | 
| The: truth of this propoſition will appear by the fol- 
lowing particulars. 
 _T, The Scripture every where repreſents the puniſh-_ 
ment of the wicked, as implying very extreme pains and 
ſufferings: but a ſtate of annihilation is no ſtate of ſuF- 
fering at all. Perſons annihilated have no ſenſe or feel - 
ing of pain or pleaſure; much leſs do they feel that pu- 
niſhment which carries. in it an extreme pain or ſuffering. 
| They no more ſuffer 79 eternity, than they ſuftered from 
eternity. 

2. It is agreeable both to Scripture and reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe, that the wicked ſhall be puniſhed. in ſuch a 
manner, as to be ſzn/ible of the puniſhment they are 
under; ſenſible, that God is executing and fulgiling 
what he threatened, but which they diſregarded, and 
would not belieye—that they themſelyes ſhall know, 

C that 
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that juſtice takes place upon them; that they ſhall ſee 
and feel that God vindicates that majeſty which they 
deſpiſed; that they ſhall ſee that God is not ſo deſpi- 
cable a being as they thought him to be; that they ſhall 
| be ſenſible for what they are puniſhed, while they are 
under the threatened puniſhment; that they ſhall be 
fenſible of their own guilt, and remember their former 
opportunities and obligations, and fee their own folly 
and God's juſtice. 
- But if-the eternal puniſhment threatened be eternal 
.annihilation, when it is inflicted they will never: know 
it is inflicted, They will never know that' God is 
- juſt in their puniſhment, or that they have their 
deſerts. And how 1s this agreeable to the Scripture, 
-in which God ſaith, that he © will repay the wicked 
to his face?” Deut. vii..10. Or to that in Job xxi. 


19, 20, where, Got of God's puniſhing wicked 


men, it is ſaid, © Gpd rewardeth him, and he ſhall 

& now itz his eyesNhall ſee his deſtruction, and he 
| & ſhall drink of the wrath of the Almighty.” Or 
| to that in Ezekiel, xxii. 21, 22. © Yea, I will gather 
«© you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, 
& and ye ſhall be melted in the midſt thereof, as 
6 ſilver is melted in the midſt of the furnace, ſo ſhall 
«© ye be melted in the midſt thereof; and ye ſhall 
& know that I JeEnovan have poured out my fury 
& upon you,” And how is it agreeable to that 
expreſſion, ſo often annexed to the threatenings of 
God's: wrath againſt wicked men? «4 And ye- ſhall 
& bow that I am JEHOvAH.” 

2. The Scripture teaches that the wicked ſha)! 
ſuffer different .degrees of torment, according to the 
different aggrayations of their fins, Matt. v. 22. 

| © Whoſceyer 


HELL TORMENTS. 01 
© Whoſoever is angry with his brother, without a 
& cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment: and who- 
© ſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, Raca, ſhall be 
<c in danger of the council: but whoſoever ſhall fay, 
« thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell fire.” Here 
Chriſt teaches us that the -torments of wicked men - 
will be different, in different perſons, according to 
the different degrees of their guilt. - ©* It ſhall be more 
& tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha, for Tyre and 
«© Sidon,” than for the cities where moſt of Chriſt's 
mighty works are wrought. 

Again, our Lord aſſures us, that © he who knoweth 
©f his Lord's will, and prepareth not himſelf, nor 
& doth according to his will, ſhall be beaten with - 
& many ſtripes. But he that knoweth not, and com- 
© mitteth things wonny of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten 
«© with few ſtripes.” Theſe paſſages of Scripture 
infallibly prove, that there will be different degrees of 
puniſhment in hell; which is utterly inconfiſtent with 
the ſuppoſition of that puniſhment confiſting in annihi- 
| lation; in which there can be no degrees, but is the fame 
thing to every one who is the ſubject of it. 

4 The Scriptures are very expreſs and abundant in 
this matter, that the eternal puniſhment of the wicked 
will conſiſt in ſenſible miſery and torment, and not in 
annihilation. What is ſaid of Judas is worthy to be ob- 
ſerved here; © it had been good for that man if he 
© had not been born.” Matt xxvi. 24. This plainly 
teaches us, that the puniſhment of the wicked tis ſuch, 
that their exiſtence upon the whole is worſe than non- 
exiſtence. But if their puniſhment conſiſt merely in 
annihilation, this is not true. The wicked in their pu- 


niſhment are ſaid to weep,: wail, and gnaſb their teeth; 
| C 2 which 
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which implies not only real exiſtence, but life, know- 
ledge, activity z and that-they ,are in a very ſerfible and-- 
exquiſite manner affected - with their puniſhment, In- 
Ifaiah xxxiii. 14. Sinners in the ſtate of their punith- 
meni are repreſented as *©* dwelling [with everlaſting- 
hurnings.” Bur if they are turned into nothing, where * 
is the foundation of this repreſentation ? It is abſurd to. 
ſay finners will dwell with annihilation, for there is no 
dwelling in the caſe. It is alſo abſurd to call annihila-- 
tion a burning; which'implies a ſtate of exiſtence, of 8 
ſenſibility, and of extreme pain: whereas, in annihila«- 
tion, there is neither-the one, nor the other of theſe, 
The fate of the future puniſhment of the wicked is evi-- 
dently. repreſented as a ſtate of exiſtence and ſenfibility, - 
when it is faid,. that- ** they ſhall be calt into a lake of - 
& fireand brimſtone,” How car theſe expreſſions with 
any propriety be underitood to meah a ſtate of annihi- 
lation? Yea, they are expreſsly ſaid to ©* have no reft, 
©« day. nor night, but to be tormented with fire and - 
& bhrimſtone for ever and ever.” Rev. xx. 10. But 
annihilation is a> ſtate of -reft, a ſtate in which not the- 
leati zo ment can poſſibly be ſuffered, The rich man 
in hel! lift up his eyes, being in torment, and faw Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus-in his bofom,- and entered: into a 
particular converſation with Abraham: all which proves: 
that he was-not annihilated 
The ſpirits of ungodly men, before the referretide;! 
are. not in a ſtate of -annihilation, but-in'a ſtate of mi- *- 
ſery. They are ſpirits 'in priſon; as: the apoſtle faith of - 
thoſe that were drowned: in the flood, -1 Peter 4ii.-196- 
And this appears very plainly from the'inftance of the - 
rich man, before mentioned, if we conſider him as re- - 
preſenting the wicked in their ſeparate ſtate, between' 
death 
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death and the reſurreQtion. But if the wicked" even 
then, are in a ſtate of torment, much more will they be 
ſo when they ſhall come to ſuffer that which 1 1s the pro= 
per puniſhment of their ſins. 

Annihilation is not ſo great a calamity but that ſome 
men have undoubtedly choſen it, rather than ſuch a 
ſtate of ſuffering, as they have heen in even in this life. 
This was the caſe of Job. a good man. Burt if a good 
man in this world may fuffer that which is worſe than 
annihilation, doubtleſs the proper puniſhment of the 
wicked, in which God means to manifeſt his peculiar 
abhorrence of their wickedneſs, will be a calamity 
vaſtly greater ſtill, and therefore cannot he annihilation. 
That muſt be a very mean and contemprible teſtimony 
of ' God's wrath toward thoſe who have rebelled againſt 
his crown and dignity, have broken his laws, and de- 
ſpiſed both his vengeance and his grace, which is not ſo 
great a calamity, as ſome of his true children have ſuf- 
fered in this life. 

'The eternal puniſhment of the wicked is called, once 
and again, the ſecond death. Rev. xx. 14, xxl. 8, It is 
doubtlefs called the ſecond death, in reference to the death 
of the body; and as the death of the body is ordinarily 
attended with great pain and diſtreſs, ſo the like, or ſome- 
thing vaſtly greater, is implied in calling the eternal 
puniſhment of the wicked, the ſecond death. But there 
would'be no propriety in calling it ſo, if it conſiſted 
merely ia annihilation. This ſecond death wicked men 
will ſuffer; for it cannot be called the ſecond death, 
with reſpe& to any other than men : it cannot be called 
ſo with refpect' to devils, as they die no temporal 
death, which is the firſt death. In Rev. ii. 11. it is ſaid, 
*« He that oyercometh, ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond 


cc death; oy 
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death;” implying, that all who do not overcome their . 
Tufts, but live in fin, ſhall ſuffer the ſecond death, - 

Again: Wicked men will ſuffer the fame kind of . 
death with the devils! as in the twenty-fifth verſe of the -; 
context ; ©** Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” Now the puniſhment | 
of the devil is not. annihilation, but torment. He - 
_ therefore trembles for fear of it; not the fear of being 
annihilated, for he would be glad of that. What he is 
afraid of is torment, as appears by Luke viii. 28. where 
he cries out, and beſeeches Chriſt, that he would not 
torment him *©< before the time.” And it is ſaid, Rev. 
XX. 10, ©* The devil that deceived them was caſt into. 
& the lake of fire and brimſtone, where the beaſt and 
5 the falſe prophet are, and ſhall be tormented day and 
& night, for ever and ever.” 

It is ſtrange that men will go ſo direQly againſt 
fach plain and full revelations of Scripture, ' as to . 
ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding all thefe things, that the | 
eternal puniſhment threatened againſt the wicked, 
fignifies no more than annihilation, 

Thirdly, As the future puni/hment of the wicked conſiſts 
in ſenſible miſery, ſo it ſhall not only continue for a very 
long time, but ſhall be abſolutely without end, 

Of thoſe who have held that the torments of. hell 


are not abſolutely eternal, there have been two ſorts. 
1. Some ſuppoſe that in the threatenings of everlaſting 
puniſhment, the terms uſed do not neceffarily import 
a proper eternity, but only a very long duration. 
2, Others ſuppoſe, that if they do import a proper 
eternity, yet we cannot neceſlarily. conclude thence, 
that God will fulfil his threatenings. 


Therefore 
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Therefore I ſhall ſhew, firſt, that the threatenings 
of eternal puniſhment do very plainly and fully import 
a proper,. abſolute eternity, and not merely a long 
duration, This appears, 

I. Becauſe when the Scripture ſpeaks of the wicked 
being ſentenced to their puniſhment, at the time when 
all temporal things are come to an end, it then ſpeaks 
of it as everlaſiing ; as in the text, and elſewhere, Ir 
Is true that the term, for ever, is not alwavs in Scrip- 
ture uſed to fignify eternity. Sometimes it means, 
as long as a man liveth. In this ſenſe it is ſaid, that 
the Hebrew ſervant, who choſe to abide with his 
maſter ſhould have his ear bored, and ſhould ſerve his 
maſter, for ever. Sometimes it means, during the 
continuance of the flate and church of the Fews. In this 
- ſenſe ſeveral laws which were peculiar to that church, 
and were to continue in force no Jonger than that 
church ſhould laſt, are called flatutes for ever. See Ex- 
odus xXxvii., 21, and xxviii. 43. And ſometimes it 
means as long as the world flands. So in Eccle, i. 4. 
< One generation paſſeth away, and another generation 
&« cometh ;. but the earth abideth for ever.” | 
' This laſt is the longeſt temporal, or limited duration, 
that ſuch a term is ever uſed to ſignify, There is no 
inſtance of uſing ſuch a term, for a longer duration, 
when it ſignifies a temporal duration, For the dura- 
tion of the world is, doubtleſs, the longeſt of any of 
theſe things that are temporal, as its beginning was the 
earlieſt of any of thoſe things that are temporal, There- 
fore when the Scripture ſpeaks of things as be- 
ing before the” foundation of the world, it - means that 
they exiſted from eternity, and before the beginning 


of time. vo thoſe things which continue after the 
end 
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end of the world, are eternal things, and are after 
the end of time. Doubtleſs, when the temporal : 
world 1s at an end, there will be an end to temporal 
things, W hen the time comes that heaven and earth 
ſhall be ſhaken and remoyed, thoſe things that .re- 
main will be things that cannot be ſhaken, but will 
remain for ever. Heb. xii. 26, 279. This viſible 
world contains all things that are ſeen and temporal ; 
and therefore when it 1s at an end, there will be an 
end of all things that are temporal ; and, conſequently, 
the things that remain after will he eternal. _ 

But the puniſhment of the wicked wjll not only 
remain after the end of the world, but even after.that, 
1s called everlaſting, as 1n the text; © Theſe ſhall go. 
& away into everlaſ/ing puniſhment.” So in Thefl. 
' 1.9, 10. © Who ſhall be puniſhed with everla/iing 
« deſtrution from the preſence of the Lord, and 
& from the glory of his power; when he ſhall come 
& to be glorified in his ſaints.” Now what can be 
meant by a thing being everlaſting, after all temporal 
things are come to an end, but that it is abſolutely 
without end ? 

2, Such expreſſions are uſed to ſet Gerk the duration 
of the puniſhment of the wicked, as are never uſed in 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament to ſignify any 
thing but a proper eternity. It is ſaid, not only that 
infernal puniſhment ſhall be for ever, but FOR EVER 
AND EVER, Rev. Xiv. 11. ©5 The ſinoks of their tor- 
& ment aſcendeth up for ever and ever.” Rev. xx. 10, 
66 They. ſhall be tormented day and night, for ever and 
& ower,” Doubtleſs, the New Teſtament muſt have ſome 
expreſſions to Ggnify a proper eternity, of which jt has 
ſo often occaſion. to ſpeak: but it is ignorant of any 
| higher 
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higher expreffion than this. If, therefore, this do not 
ignify an abſolute eternity, there 1s none that does. 

'3. The Scripture uſes the ſame way of ſpeaking to ſet 
forth the eternity of the puniſhment. of the wicked, that 
It uſes to ſet forth the eternity of the happineſs of the 
righteous, or the eternity of Gop himſelf. Matt. xxv. 46. 
< Theſe ſhall go away into everla/ting puniſhment : but 
«& the righteous into life eternal.” The words, everlaſt- 
_ 2ng,, and eternal, in the original, are the very ſame. Rey, 
Xxii. 5. ** And they {the ſaints) ſhall reign for ever and 
ever.” And the Scripture has no higher expreſſion to 
ſignify the eternity of Gop himſelf, than that of his be- 
ing for ever and ever; as Rev. iv. 9. © To him who fat 
& on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever.” See yerſe 
a een and chap. v. 14. chap. x. 6. and chap. xv. 7. 

\ Again: The Scripture expreſſes Gop's eternity by this, 
that it ſhall be for ever, after the world is come to an 
end; Pſalm cii. 26, 27. ** They ſhall periſh, but thou 
& ſhalt endure; yea, all of them ſhall wax old like a gar- 
&« ment; as a veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they 
& ſhall be changed. But thou art the ſame, and thy 
« years ſhall have no end,” 

_ 4+ The Scripture ſays chat wicknen ſhall not be de- 
livered, till they have paid the utmoſt farthing of their 
_ debt—till they have. paid the laſt mite: (Matt. v. 26: 
Luke x. 59.) that is, the utmoſt that is deſerved : and 
by this expreſſion, all mercy is excluded. But we have 
ſhewn that they deſerve an infinite, an endleſs puniſh- 
ment. 

- 5. The Scripture ſays abſolutely, that their puniſh- 
ment ſhall not have an end. Mark ix. 44 ** Where the 
&« worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” Now 
it will not. wo to ſay, the meaning is, that their worm 


D ſhall 


YO AY Iain AD ORE - os re en to __ — 


12 THE ETERNITY OP 


ſhall live a great while, or that it ſhall be @ long time bes. 
fore their fire is quenched. For, if ever the time come, 
that their worm ſhall die, if ever there ſhall be a quench- 
ing of the fire at all, then it is not true, that their worm 
dieth not, and that the fire is not quenched, For if there 
be a dying of the worm, and a quenching of the fire, let 
it be at what time it will, nearer or farther off, it is 
equally contrary to this negation; 2# dieth not—1t 1s not 
quenched. : ge 

\ Secondly. There are others who allow, that the ex- 
preſſion of the threatenings, does denote a proper eters 
nity ; but then, they ſay, it does not certainly follow, 
that the puniſhment will really be eternal ; becauſe, fay 
they, God may threaten, and yet not fulfil his threat- 
nings. Thoughithey allow that the threatenings are po- 
ſitive, and peremptory, without any reſerve; yet they 
fay God is not obliged to fulfil abſolute, poſitive threat- 
nings, as he. is, abſolute promiſes, becauſe in ptoriifes a 
Tight is conveyed, which the creature, to whom the pro« 
miſes are made, will claim : but there is no danger of the 
hngs Hs ag any right by a threatening, Tam 
now, therefore, to ſhew, that what God has poſitively 

declared in this matter, does indeed make it certain, that 
it ſhall be as he has declared. To this end I ſhall men- 
tion two things : 

1. It is ſelf-evidently contrary to the divine truth, as 
tively to declare any thing to be real, whether paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come, which God at the ſame time knows is 
not ſo. Abſolutely threatening that any thing /all be, 
is the ſame as abſolutely declaring that it zs 79 be. For 


any to ſuppoſe' that God declares that any. thing will 


be, which he at the ſame. time knows will not be, is blaſ- 


phemy, if there be any ſuch thing as blaſphemy. 


Indeed 5 
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on God to the creature, to 
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| Tndeed, it is very true, that there is no obligation on 
God, ariſing from the claim of the creature, as there is 
in the promiſes, But they ſeem to reckon the wrong 
way, who ſuppoſe the neceſſity of the execution of 
the threatening, to arife from a proper obligation 
o pieents, conſequent on his 

threatening. For, indeed, the certainty of the exe- 
cution ariſes the other way; viz. from the obligation 
there was on the omniſcient God, in threatening, to 
conform his threatening to what he knew would be 


| Future in execution, Though, ftriftly ſpeaking, God 


is not properly obliged to the creature to execute, 
becauſe he has threatened ; yet he: was obliged, not ab- 
ſolutely to threaten, if at the ſame time he knew that 
he ſhould not, or would not fulfil : becauſe this would 
not have been conſiſtent with his truth. So that from 
the truth of God, there is an inviolable conneRion 
between poſitive abſolute threatenings, and. execution, 
They who ſuppoſe that God abfolutely threatened, or 
poſitively declared, that he would do contrary to what 
he knew would come to paſs, do therein ſuppoſe that he 
abſolutely threatened, contrary to what he knew to be 
truth, And how one can ſpeak contrary to what * he 
knows to be truth, in declaring, promiſing, or threat- 

ening, or any other way, conſiſtently with inviolable 
truth, is inconceivable. | 
Threatenings are ſignifications of ſomething ; and if 
they are made conſiſtently with truth, they are true lig- 
nificitions, or fignifications of truth, or fignifications 
of that which ſhall be. If abſolute threatenings are 
© fignifications of any thing, they are fignifications of 
the futurity of the things threatened. But if the futurity 
of the things threatened, be not true aq real, how 
: D 2 can 
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can the threatenings be a true ſignification? And if 
God, in them, ſpeak contrary to what he knows, and 
contrary to what he intends, how he can ſpeak true is 
inconceivable. | 

Abſolute threatenings are a kind: of predifions; and 
though God is not properly obliged, by any claim of 
ours, to fulfil prediCtions, unleſs they are of the nature 
of promiſes; yet it certainly would be contrary to truth, 
to prediCt and fay ſuch a thing ſhould come to paſs, 
which he knew at the ſame time would not come to paſs, 
'Threatenings are declarations of ſomething future, and 
they muſt be declarations of future truth, if they are 
true declarations. Its being future alters not the caſe, 
any more than if it were preſent. It is equally contrary 
to truth, to declare contrary to what at the ſame time is 
known to be truth, whether 1t be of things paſt, preſent, 
or to come: for all are alike to God. 

Beſides, we often have declarations in Scripture of the 
future eternal puniſhment of the wicked, in the proper 
form of prediCtions, and not in the form of threatenings. 
So in the text : ** Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
puniſhment ” So in thoſe frequent aſſertions of eternal 
puniſhment in the revelation; fome of which I have al- 
ready quoted. The revelation is a prophecy, and is ſo 
called in the book itſelf; ſo are thoſe declarations of eter- 
nal puniſhment, The like declarations we have alſo in 
' many other places of Scripture. 

2. The doctrine of thoſe who teach, that it is not cer- 
tain God will fulfil thoſe abſolute threatenings, is blaſ- 
 phemaus another way. For God, according to their ſup- 
poſition, was obliged to make uſe of a fallacy to govern 
the world, They own it is needful, that men ſhould 
apprehend themſelyes liable to an eternal puniſhment, thax 
- they 
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they might thereby be reſtrained from ſin ; and that God 
has threatened ſuch a puniſhment, for the very end that 
| they might believe themſelves expoſed to it. But what 
an unworthy opinion does this convey of God and his 
government, of his infinite majeſty, and wiſdom, and all- 
ſufficiency ! 
Beſides, they ſuppoſe that though God has made uſe of 
a fallacy, yet it is not ſuch an one but they have deteCted 
him in it. Though God intended men ſhould believe it 
to be certain, that ſinners are liable to an eternal puniſh- 
ment ; yet they ſuppoſe that they have been ſo cunning 
as to find out that it is not certain. And ſo, that God 
hath not laid his deſign ſo deep, but that ſuch cunning 
men as they can diſcern the cheat, and defeat the deſign 2: 


becauſe they have found that there is no neceſſary con- 


nection between the threatenings of eternal puniſhment, 
and the execution of that threatening. 

Conſidering theſe things, it is not much to be won- 
dered at, that the great archbiſhop Tillotſon, who has 
made ſo great a figure among the new-faſhioned divines, 
ſhould advance ſuch an opinion as this ! 

| Before I conclude this head, it may be proper for me to 
anſwer an objection or two, that may ariſe in the minds 
of ſome. | 

It may be here ſaid, we have inſtances wherein God 
hath not fulfilled his threatenings; as his threatening to 


Adam, and in him to mankind, that they ſhould ſurely 


die, if they ſhould eat the forbidden fruit. I anſwer, It 
is not true that God did not fulfil that threatening : he 
fulfilled it, and will fulfil it, every jot and tittle. When 
God ſaid, ** Thou ſhalt ſurely die ;” if we reſpeCt ſpiri- 


tual death, it was fulfilled in Adam's perſon, in the day 


that he ate. God immediately took away his image, his 
Holy 
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Holy Spirit, and original righteouſneſs, which were the 
higheſt and beſt life of our firſt parents; and they were 
zmmediately in a doleful ſtate of fpiritual death. 

If we reſpe&t temporel death, that was alſo fulfilled. He 
brought death upon himſelf and all his poſterity ; and he 
virtually ſuffered that death on the day in which he ate 
the forbidden fruit. His body was brought into a cor- 
ruptible, mortal, and dying condition ; and ſo it con» 
tinued till it was diflolved. —If we look at eternal death, 
and indeed the whole of that death, which was compre- 
hended in the threatening, it was properly ſpeaking fal- 
filled in Chriſt, When God ſaid to Adam, If thou cateft, 
thou ſhalt die, he ſpake not only to him, and of him, per- 
ſonally, but the words reſpected mankind, Adam and his 
race; and doubtleſs, were fo underſtood hy him. His off- 
ſpring were to be looked upon as finning in him, and fo 
ſhould die with him, The words do as juſtly allow of an 
imputation of death, as of fin : they are as well conſiſtent 
with dying in a ſurety, as with f{inning in one. Therefore 
the threatening is fulflled in thedeath of Chriſt, the ſurety. 

Another obqeCtion may ariſe from Gad's threatening te 


Nineveh, He threatened that in forty days Nineveh 


 thould be deftroyed, which yet he did not fulfil. 1 an- 
fwer, that threatening could juſtly be looked upon no 
etherwilſe, than as conditional, It was of the nature of a 
warning, and not of a denunciation, Why was Jonah 
ſent to the Ninevites, but to give them warning, that 
they might have opportunity to repent, reform, and 
ayert the approaching deſtruction? God had no other 
gdefign, or end, in ſending the prophet to them, but that 
they might be warned and tried by him, as God warned 
the liſraelites, and warned Judah and Jerufalem before 
their deftruction, Therefore the prophets, together with 

| -__ the 


HELL TORMENTS. * 

the prophecies of approaching deſtruQons, joined earneſt 
| Exhoortation to repent and reform, that __ evils might be 
averted, 

No more could juſtly be underſtood to be ceftainly 
threatened, than that Nineveh ſhould be deſttoyed in forty 
days, continuing as is was. Becauſe it was for their wick- 
edtneſs that deftruRtion was threatened ; arid ſo the Nine- 
vites took it. Therefore when the cauſe was tethoved, 
the effect ceaſed, Tt was conttaty ts God's known mant= 
ner, to threaten deftruion for fin here in this world ab- 
ſolutely, ſo that it ſhould unavoidably come upon the 
perſons threatened, let them repent, and reform, and do 
what they would ; agreeable to Jer. xviii. 5, 8. © At 
« what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, arid 
& concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and pull down, 
& and to deſtroy it, if that nation againſt whom I have 
& pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
& evil that I thought to do utito them.” So that all 
threatenings of this nature had a condition implied in 
them, according to the known and declared manner of 
God's dealing, Nor did the Ninevites take it as an ab= 
ſolute ſentence, or denunciation : for if they had, they 
would have deſpaired of any benefit YY faſting and re- 
formation. 


But the threatenings of ancrnal wrack-are poſitive and. 
abſolute. There is nothing in the word of God from 
which we can gather any condition, The only oppor- 
tunity of eſcaping, is in this world, This is the only 
ſtate of trial wherein we have any offers of mercy, or 
there is any place for repentance. 

Fourthly. 1 hall mention ſeveral good and important 
ends, which will be obtained by the eternal puniſhment of the 

wicked, And 
1, Hereby 
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1. Hereby God vindicates his injured majeſty, Sinners: 
caſt contempt upon it, and trample it in the duſt; but 
God vindicates, and honors it, and. makes it appear, as it. 
is indeed, infinite; by ſhewing, that it is infinitely dread- 
ful to contemn or offend it, | 

2. God glorifies his juſtice. The glory of God is 
the greateſt good: it is that which is the chief end of 
the creation : it is of greater importance than any thing 
elſe, But this is one way wherein God will glorify 
himſelf; as, in the eternal deſtruQtion of ungodly men, 
he will glorify his juſtice, Therein he will appear 
as a juſt Governor of the world. The vindictive juſtice of 
God will appear ftrift, exact, awful, CrrINGs and 


therefore glorious, 


3. God hereby, indirely, glorifies his grace on the: 
veſſels of mercy. The ſaints in heaven will behold the: 
torment of the damned. * The ſmoke of their torment - 
« aſcendeth up for ever and ever,” Iſaiah Ixvi. 24» 
& And they ſhall go forth and look upon the carcaſes 
« of the men that have tranſgreſſed againſt me; for 
« their worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall their fre be 
« quenched; and they ſhall be an abhorring unto all 
& fleſh” And as in Rev, xiv, 10, it is ſaid, that 
& they ſhall be tormented in the preſence of the Holy 
& Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb ;? ſo they 
will be tormented in the preſence of glorified ſaints, 

Hereby the ſaints will be made the more ſenſible how 
great their ſa]vation is, when they ſhall ſee how great the 
miſery is, from which God hath ſaved them, Perceiving 


how great a difference he hath made between their ſtate 


and the ſtate of others, who were by nature, and per- 
haps by pra&tice, no more ſinful and ill- deſerving than 
they ; it will give them a ſtronger ſenſe of the wonder- 

fulneſs 


- 
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fulneſs of God's grace to them. Every time they look 
upon the damned, it will excite in them a lively and ad- 
miring ſenſe of the grace of God in making them ſo to 
differ. This, the Apoſtle informs us, is one end of the 
damnation of ungodly men ;z Rom. ix. 22, 23. ©* What 
« if God willing to ſhow his wrath, and to make his 
ec power known, endured with much long-ſuffering the 
<&< yeſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction ; and that he might 
* make known the riches of his glory on the veſſels of 
6 mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory *” 
A view of the miſery of the damned will double the 
ardour of the love and gratitude of the ſaints in 
heaven. 

4+ The ſight of hell torments will exalt the happineſs 
of the ſaints for ever, It will not only make them 
more ſenſible of the greatneſs and freeneſs of the 
grace of God in their happineſs; but it really makes 
their happineſs the greater, as it will make them more 
ſen/ible of their own happineſs. It will give them a 
more lively reliſh of it; it will make them prize it 
more, When they ſee others who were of the ſame 
nature, and born under the ſame circumſtances, plunged 
in ſuch miſery, and they ſo diſtinguiſhed, it will make 
them the more ſenſible how happy they are. A ſenſe of 
the oppoſite miſery in all caſes greatly increaſes the reliſh 
of any joy or pleaſure. The fight of the wonderful 
power, the great and dreadful majetty, awful juſtice, and 
holineſs of God manifeſted in the eternal puniſhment of 
ungodly men, will make them prize his favor and love 
vaſtly the more, and they will be ſo much the more 
bappy in the enjoyment of it, . 
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1, From what hath been ſaid, we may learn the folly 
and madneſs of the greater .part of mankind, in that 
for the ſake of preſent momentary gratifications, they 
run the venture of enduring all theſe eternal torments. 
They prefer a ſmall pleaſure, or a little wealth, or a 
little earthly honor and greatneſs, which can laſt but 
for a moment, to an eſcape from this puniſhment. If 
it be true that the torments of hell are eternal, ©** what 
« will it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 


© loſe his own ſoul? or what ſhall a man give in ex- 


change for his ſoul ?” What is there in this world, which 
is not a trifle, and lighter than vanity in compariſon 
with theſe eternal things ? 

How mad ate men, who ſo often hear of theſe 
things, and pretend to believe them, who can live but 
a little while, a few years; who do not eyen expect 
to live here longer than others of their ſpecies, ordi- 
narily doz and who yet are careleſs about what becomes 
of themſelves in another world, where there is no 
change and no end! How mad are they, when they 
hear that if they go on in ſin, they ſhall be eternally 
miſerable, that they are not moved by it, but hear it 
with as much careleflneſs and coolneſs, as if they were 
no way concerned in the matter; when they know not 
but they may be ſ1ffering theſe torments before a week 
is at an end; and that if it ſhould be ſo, ir would be no 


ſtrange thing—no other than a common thing! 


How can men be ſo careleſs of ſuch a matter as their 
own eternal and deſperate deſtruCtion ? What a ſtrange 


ſtupor and ſenſeleſineſs poſleſs the hearts of men ! How 


common a thing is it to ſee men, who are told from ſab- 
bath to ſabbath of eternal miſery, and who are as martal 
| AS 
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as other men, ſo careleſs about it, that they ſeem not to 
be at all reſtrained by it from whatever their ſouls luſt 


after! It is not half ſo much their care to eſcape eter- 


na] miſery, as it is to get money, or land; to be conſi- 
derable in the world, and to gratify their ſenſes, Their 
thoughts are much more exerciſed about theſe things, and 
much more of their care and concern is about them, 
Eternal miſery, though they lie every day expoſed to it, 
Is a thing negleCted; it is but now and then thought of; 
and even then with a great deal of ſtupidity, and not 


with concern enough to ſtir them up to do any thing 


conſiderable in order to eſcape it. They are not ſenſible 
that it is worth their while to take any conſiderable 
pains in order to it : and if they do take pains for a lit- 
tle while, they ſoon leave off, and ſomething elſe takes 
up their thoughts and concern, 
Thus you will ſee it to be among young and old. 
Multitudes of thoſe who are in youth, lead a careleſs 
life, taking little thought about their ſalvation. So you 
may ſee it to be among perſons of middle age. Nay, fo 
it is with many, when advanced in years, and when they 


certainly draw near the grave. Some perſons will ſeem 
to acknowledge, that the greater part of men go to_ 


hell, and ſuffer eternal miſery, and this through carelefl- 
| neſs about it, They, however, will do the ſame. How 
ſtrange it is that men can enjoy themſelves and be at 
reſt, wherr they are thus hanging over eternal burnings; 
at the ſame time having no leaſe of their lives, and not 
knowing how ſoon the thread, by which they hang will 
break! Nor, indeed, do they pretend to know it. 
Whereas, if it break, they are gone, they are loſt for 
ever, and there is no remedy ! yet they trouble not 
themſelves much about it, nor will they hearken to thoſe 

of who 
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who cry to them, and intreat them to take care for them-" 
ſelves, and labor to get out of that dangerous condition. 
They are not willing to take ſuch pains. They chooſe 
not to be diverted from amuſing themſelves with thoſe 
toys and vanities which they have in hand. Well might 
the wiſe man lay, as in Eccles. ix. 3. © The heart of the 
& ſons of men is full of evil. Madneſs is in their heart 
& while they live; and after that they go to the dead.” — 
How much wiſer are thoſe few, who make it their main 
buſineſs, to lay a foundation for eternity, to ſecure their 
ſalvation ! a 

2, I ſhall improve this ſubjeCt in an uſe of exhortation 
to ſinners, to take care to eſcape theſe eternal torments. 
If they be eternal, one would think that would be enough 
to awaken your concern, and excite your diligence. If 
the puniſhment be eternal, it is infinite, as we ſaid be- 
fore; and, therefore, no other evil, no death, no tempo- 
rary torments you ever heard of, or that you can ima- 
gine, is any thing in compariſon with it; but is as much 
leſs, and leſs confiderable, not only as a grain of ſand is 
leſs than the whole univerſe, but as it is leſs than the 
boundleſs ſpace, which encompayes the univerſe. There- 
fore here, 

(1.) Be intreated to conſider attentively how great and 
awful a thing ETERNITY is. Although you cannof 
comprehend it the more by conſidering, yet you may be 
made more ſenſible that it is not a thing to be diſre- 
garded, Do but conſider what it is to ſuffer extreme 
pain for ever and ever; to ſuffer it day and night, from 
one day to another, from one year to another, from one 
age to another, from one thouſand ages to another; and 
ſo adding age to age, and thouſands to thouſands, in pain, 


' in wailing and Jamenting, groaning and-ſhrieking, and 


3 


gnaſhiog 
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haſhing your teeth; with your ſouls full of dreadful 
grief and amazement, with your bodies and every mem- ' 
ber of them full of racking torture ; without any poſſibi- 
lity of getting eaſe; without any poſſibility of moving 
God to pity by your cries; without any poſſbibilty of 
hiding yourſelves from him; without any poſlibility of 
diverting your thoughts from your pain; without any 
poſhbility of obtaining any manner of mitigation, or help, 
or change for the better. 

(2:) Do but conſider how dreadful deſpair will be in 
ſuch torment. How diſmal will it be, when you are 
under theſe racking torments, to know affuredly that 
you never, never ſhall be delivered from them; to have no_ 
hope—when you ſhall wiſh that you might be turned 
into nothing, but ſhall have ho hope of it; when you - 
ſhall wiſh that you might be turned into a toad, or a ſer- 
pent, but ſhall have no hope of it; when you would re- | 
Joice if you might but have any relief, after you ſhall have 
endured theſe torments millions of ages, but ſhall have 
no hope of it ; when, after you have worn out the age of 
the ſun, moon, and ftars, in your dolorous groans and 
lamentation, without reſt day or night, or one minute's 
eaſe, yet you ſhall have no hope of being delivered; when, 
after you ſhall have worn out a thouſand more ſuch ages, 
yet you ſhall have no hope, but ſhall know that you are 
not one whit nearer to the end of your torments; that 
{till there are the {ame groans, the ſame ſhrieks, the ſame 
doleful cries inceſſantly to be made by you, and that the 
ſmoke of your torment ſhall ſtill aſcend for ever and' 
ever; and that your ſouls which ſhall have been agitated 
with the wrath of God. all this while, yet will {till exift 
to bear more wrath ; your bodies which ſhall have been 
purning all this while in theſe glowing flames, yet ſhall 

| | not 
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not have been conſumed, but will remain through: arr 
eternity yet, which ſhall not have been at all ſhortened 
by what ſhall have been paſt, 

You may, by conſidering theſe things, make your- * 
ſelves more ſenfible than you ordinarily are; but it is 
little you can conceive what it is to have no hope in ſuch 
torments. 

How ſinking would it be to you to endure ſuch pain, 
as you have felt in this world, without any hope, and to 
| know you never ſhould be delivered from it, nor have 

one minute's reſt! You can ſcarcely conceive how. 
doleful that would be. How much more, then, to en-. 
dure the vaſt weight of the wrath of God, without hope ! 
The more the damned in hell think of the eternity of 
their torments, the more amazing it will appear to them; 
and alas, they are not able to avoid thinking of it. They 
Will not be able to keep it out of their minds, Their 
torments will not direct them from it, but will fix their 
attention to it, =O ! how dreadful will eternity appear 
to them after they ſhall have been thinking on it for 
ages together, and ſhall have had fo long an experience 
of their torments! The damned in hell will have two. 
infinites perpetually to amaze them, and ſwallow them 
up. One is, an znfinite GoD, whoſe wrath they will 

bear, and whom they will behold their perfect and irre- 

concilable enemy. The other is, the nfinite duration of 
their torment. | _- 

If jt were poſſible for the damned in hell to have a 
comprehenſive knowledge of eternity, their ſorrow and 
grief would be infinite in degree. A comprehenſive view 
of ſo much forrow,' which they muſt endure, would cauſe 
infinite grief for the preſent, Now, though they will 


not have a comprehenſive knowledge of it, yet they will 
doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs have a vaſtly more lively and ftrong apprehen- 
fion of it, than we can have in this world. Their 
torments will give them an impreſſion of it, A man in 
his preſent ſtate, without any enlargement of his capacity, 
would have a vaſtly more lively impreffion of eternity 
than he has, if he were only under ſome exquiſite pain, 
in ſome member of his body, and were at the ſame time 
aſſured that he muſt endure that pain for ever. His pain 
would give him a greater ſenſe of eternity, than other 


men have, But how much more will theſe excruciating 


torments, which the damned will ſuffer have this effe& ! 
Beſides, their capacity will probably be enlarged, their 
underſtandings will be quicker and ſtronger, in a future 
ſtatez and Gop can give them as great a ſenſe, and as 
ſtrong an impreſſion of eternity as he pleaſes, to increaſe 
their grief and torment, 
_ O, be inftruted, ye that are in a Chriſtleſs ſlato—ye 
who are going on in the way to hell, and are daily ex- 


poſed to damnation, to: conſider theſe things! If you 
do not, it will ſurely be but a little while, before you _ 


will experience them; and then you will know how 
dreadful it is to deſpair in hell; and, it may be, before 
this year, this month, this week is at an end; before 
another ſabbath, or ever you ſhall have an opportunity 


to hear another ſermon, 


(3-) That you may effeQtually eſcape theſe dreadful 
and eternal torments, be intreated to flee, and embrace 
him, who came into the world for the very end of ſaving 
ſinners from theſe torments; who has paid the whole 
debt due to the divine law, and exhauſted eternal, in 
temporal ſufferings. What great encouragement is it to 
thoſe of you who are ſenſible that you are expoſed to 
eternal puniſhment, that there is a Saviour provided, 

who 
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who is able, and who freely offers to ſave you from that 
puniſhment; and that in a way which is perfeRly con- 
ſiſtent with the glory of God : yea, which is more to the 
glory of God, than it would be if you ſhould ſuffer the 
eternal puniſhment of hell! For if you ſhould ſuffer 
that puniſhment, you would never pay the whole of 
the debt. No, thoſe who are ſent to hell 'neyer will 
have paid the whole of the debt which they owe to God; . 
nor, indeet, a part which bears any. proportion to The: 


| whole. They never will have paid a part, which beags 


{o great a proportion to the whole, as one mite, to ten 
thouſand talents. Juſtice therefore never can.be aQuually 
ſatisfied in your damnation ; bur is. aQtually ſatisfied j In 
Currsr. Therefore, he is accepted of the Father, and 
conſequently all who believe are accepted and juſtified 
in him, Therefore, believe i him; (come. to him 
commit your ſouls to him, to be ſaved by him. In him 
you ſhall be ſafe from the eternal. torments of hell, Nor 
is that all : but through him you ſhall inherit incon- 
ceivable blefſedneſs and glory, which” vill be of equal 
duration with the torments of hell, For as at the laſt 
day, the wicked © ſhall go away int « everlaſting puniſh= 
ment ;” ſo the righteous, or thoſe, who truſt j in Chriſt, 


thall go $6 into life eternal.? _ | £7 
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who is able, and who freely offers to ſave you from that 
- puniſhment; and that in a way which is perfeAtly con- 
ſiſtent with the glory of God : yea, which is more to the 
glory of God, than it would be if you ſhould ſuffer the 
eternal puniſhment of hell! For if you ſhould ſuffer 
that puniſhment,. you would never pay the whole of 
the debt. No, thoſe who are ſent to hell never will 
have paid the whole of the debt which they owe to God ; 
nor, indeed, a part which bears any proportion to the 
whole. They never will have paid a part, which beazs 
{o great a proportion to the whole, as one mite, to ten 
thouſand talents, Juſtice therefore never can be actually 
ſatisfied in your damnation; but is aQtually ſatisfied in - 
CaurisT. Therefore, he is accepted of the Father, and 
conſequently all who believe are accepted and juſtified 
in him, Therefore, believe in him: come to him; 
commit your ſouls to him, to be ſaved by him. In him 
vou ſhall be fafe from the eternal torments of hell, Nor 
is that all: but through him you ſhall inherit incon- 
ceivable bleſedneſs and glory, which will be of equal 
duration with the torments of hell. For as at the laſt 
day, the wicked << ſhall go away int6 everlaſting puniſh= 
ment ;” ſo the righteous, or thoſe who truſt in Chriſt, 
fhall go ** into lite eternal.” | 
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